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HamletPinocchio



stablished in Edinburgh in
1977, the summer school
continues to be the youth
theatre’s flagship event of the
year.  It was the starting point
for all other developments in

Scottish Youth Theatre’s activities.  In
the past thirty three years, the summer
festival has grown to offer a 5 week
Performance & Production Course; a
Technical Theatre Course;  2 week
Foundation Courses in Aberdeen,
Edinburgh & Glasgow; a 3 week
Intermediate Course, supporting the
Performance & Production main house
shows; and a 1 week Junior Course, in
Aberdeen, Edinburgh & Glasgow.  In July
& August 2009, a group of children &
young people between the ages of 8 years
and 21 years came together with a team
of professional theatre practitioners to
workshop, devise, rehearse and produce
theatre performances of the highest
quality.  In 2009, 68 theatre professionals
worked together with 229 young people
from around Scotland and beyond over
a six week period to produce 45
performances of 11 theatre productions
of the highest quality to an audience of
3760 people in 14 venues across
Scotland.  Affirming its status as a
‘national’ company, one of the main house
shows toured to  Aberdeen – as part of
the Aberdeen International Youth Festival.
A new feature of SF2009 was the
inclusion of SYT Productions in two
projects.  Eight members of the group
performed newly arranged songs by
Burns, as part of the AIYF Homecoming
Ceilidh.  Another group rehearsed,

performed and toured a production of
Love But Her by Lara Jane Bunting as
part of the Homecoming celebrations.

“I am a great believer that young
people can benefit enormously from
working together in drama… it is
always admirable how young people
rise to whatever challenge faces them
… the success of a festival of this kind
depends on great teamwork and joint
effort… SYT has these in abundance.”
CLLR BOB WINTER, THE RT HON LORD 
PROVOST OF GLASGOW

“While they may not consider a career
in the theatre, I believe that these
young people emerge from Scottish
Youth Theatre with greater confidence,
self-esteem and sociability – important
skills in every area of life.”
THE RT HON GEORGE GRUBB, LORD 
PROVOST OF THE CITY OF EDINBURGH

“It is heart-warming to know that
Scottish Youth Theatre is committed
to supporting the young in promoting
activities that have a positive impact
on their social and cultural
development.”
PETER J. STEPHEN OSTJ, MCIBS, LORD 
PROVOST OF THE CITY OF ABERDEEN

During Summer Festival 2009, Scottish
Youth Theatre appreciated Civic Receptions
given for the company by the city councils
of Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Glasgow.
Scottish Youth Theatre appreciates the
fact that these councils recognise the
value, economic and cultural, that Summer
Festival adds to life in their cities.

E
Junior course, Glasgow
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“So what happens when you
change the sex of one of the most
well-known characters ever to
tread the boards?  That’s what
Mary McCluskey experimented
with in Hamlet.  The effect?
Hamlet’s tragedy seemed even
more tragic, with a girl all alone in
the world getting rapidly further
away from sanity.”  
ABERDEEN EVENING EXPRESS  AUGUST ‘09



PERFORMANCE 
& PRODUCTION
COURSE
“It was very exciting being involved in
the process of devising; gradually
making a show with our ideas”
HANNAH PHILLIPS, 17, BEARSDEN  
(HIDDEN TREASURES)

This 5 week-long intensive theatre arts
training course for predominately 16-21
year olds leads to ‘main house’ productions.
The course involves young people from all
around Scotland, and beyond, attending
five weeks of workshops, classes,
rehearsals, theatre visits, and talks from
guest speakers, culminating in
performances in the final week.  It is
Scottish Youth Theatre’s aim to give
participants – acting, directing & technical
theatre – a realistic experience of the
rehearsal and production process.  Many
of these participants go onto professional
training after completing this course.

During week one, all participants spend at
least one session a day in skills building
workshops in voice production, music,
dance, stage fighting and improvisation.
These sessions are based on the
productions being produced.  At the end
of the first week, directors and their
creative teams cast productions based
on the workshop sessions.  Rehearsals
then operate three sessions a day six days
a week until productions open.  Productions
are presented in professional theatre
houses across Scotland.  In 2009,
performances took place at The Lemon
Tree and the Beach Ballroom, Aberdeen;
the King’s Theatre, Edinburgh; and the
Brian Cox Studio, the Pink Room, the
Tramway and the Tron Theatre, Glasgow.

Technical Theatre participants are given
the opportunity to attend sessions in stage
lighting, stage design, creating a ‘prompt
book’, prop making and sourcing, costume
design and sound design.  They then work
assisting the professional staff in preparing
the technical and design elements of the
main house productions.  Technical
students operate lights, sound and ‘run

the show’ from the prompt corner
throughout production week.

The Performance & Production Course
performances in 2009 were as follows:

HIDDEN TREASURES
The production was devised by Kenny
McGlashan, Craig Steele and the company.
It was directed and designed by Kenny
McGlashan with co-director Craig Steele.
The music was created by Tim Brinkhurst
with choreography by Mark Cameron.
This new piece of theatre for an audience
of 7yr olds and under was performed in
the Pink Room at the Old Sheriff Court.

“The stories were entertaining and
told with vigour.  Colourful and
charming… All the performers
showed great enthusiasm as part of
a company and ensemble.  The
production values were high, even
though it was not a lavish show.”
SAC SPECIAL ADVISOR, ARTISTIC EVALUATION, 
(HIDDEN TREASURES)  AUGUST ‘09

HAMLET
By William Shakespeare adapted by Mary
McCluskey.  The production was directed
by Mary McCluskey, assisted by Fiona
Manson, designed by Finlay McLay with
musical direction by Andrea Possee, fight
direction by Carter Ferguson and
choreography by Mark Cameron.  The
production played in the Brian Cox
Studio before touring to the Lemon Tree,
Aberdeen as part of the Aberdeen
International Youth Festival. 

“… the acting was superb.  It may 
be over 400 years old, but with
productions like this one, Hamlet
shows no signs of ageing.”
ABERDEEN EVENING EXPRESS  AUGUST ‘09

THE TRUE
ADVENTURES OF
PINOCCHIO
By Carlo Collodi adapted by Stephen
Greenhorn.  The production was directed
and designed by Kenny Miller assisted by

Keiran McLoughlin with music created by
Ross Brown with choreography by Jenny
Dougan.  This revival was performed in
the Tron, Glasgow.

“I loved it all!  An amazing experience
being treated as a professional
company member”
VIKI LEECH, 17, GLASGOW  (PINOCCHIO)

INTERMEDIATE
COURSE
“I really enjoyed the course, especially
performing in both Glasgow and
Aberdeen”
BETH CUSTODIO FORBES, 15, BLAIRGOWRIE 
INTERMEDIATE COURSE (HAMLET)

This three-week course acts as bridge
between the Foundation Course and the
Performance & Production Course.  It has
been developed to provide participants
with a more intense and focussed
experience in approaching play production
and performance.  This course starts at
the beginning of week 3 of the
Performance & Production course.  The
participants take part in skills workshops
and rehearsals preparing them for their
roles as the ensemble/chorus in the main
house productions.  Due to the nature of
the shows in SF2009 many participants
were called upon to play featured
characters in the productions.

FOUNDATION COURSE
“Our daughter very much enjoyed
the course.  Please pass our thanks
on to the staff who ran it, we
appreciate all their hard work.  The
production was excellent.”
PARENT EDINBURGH FOUNDATION COURSE

This popular basic skills course for 12-15
year olds develops theatre techniques in
week one and works towards a new
devised piece of theatre in week two.  A
performance was devised on the theme of
‘Home’.  Participants work with two theatre
directors and a specialist artist.  In 2009,
these specialists were choreographers,
musical directors and video/sound artists.

“Scottish Youth Theatre’s ambitious summer season...
thought-provoking and visually thrilling piece of
work... delivered by an impressive young cast... this is
a show with a real message for our times...”
(PINOCCHIO)  SCOTSMAN  AUGUST ‘09
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Performances took place on a main stage
in the following theatres at the end of
week two:

Aberdeen – The Lemon Tree – directed
by Fraser MacLeod and Francesca Adair
with music by Andrew Morrison

Edinburgh – King’s Theatre* – directed
by Lisa Gregan and Karen Sinclair with
music/video/sound by Ross Ramsay

Glasgow – Tramway – directed by
Fraser MacLeod and Gemma Petrie with
movement director Jenny Dougan

* Scottish Youth Theatre appreciates the
continued support it receives from the
Festival City Theatres Trust in Edinburgh.

JUNIOR COURSE
“I really enjoyed it, and it has made
me more confident”
EILIDH HART AGED 9  GLASGOW

This new course specially developed for
young people aged 8-11year olds was
piloted in Glasgow as part of Summer
Festival 2006.  Such was the success of
the inaugural course that a parallel course
was initiated in Edinburgh in 2007.  In
2009, this course was introduced in
Aberdeen.  Participants are lead, in a week
of skills classes, devising sessions and
rehearsals, by a theatre director and a
musical director.  At the end of the week,
they performed a devised play based on
the theme ‘Home’.  Performances took
place in the following theatres: 

Aberdeen – The Lemon Tree – directed
by Molly Taylor with musical director
Andrew Morrison

Edinburgh – King’s Theatre – directed
by Karen Sinclair with musical director
Anna Schneider

Glasgow – Brian Cox Studio – this
course was directed by Fraser MacLeod
and Karen Sinclair with musical director
by Andrew Morrison and choreographer
Jenny Dougan

“The course was well run and well
delivered by an enthusiastic,
dedicated and hard-working young
team.  The leaders were very
sensitive to the needs of the young
people and achieved a great deal in
the course of just one week.”
SAC SPECIAL ADVISOR, ARTISTIC EVALUATION, 
JUNIOR COURSE GLASGOW AUGUST ‘09

Hidden Treasures Hamlet
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Weekly classes, Glasgow
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hese weekly ‘process’ based
sessions for 3 - 25 year olds
involve over 500 young
people a term in Glasgow at
the Old Sheriff Court, in
Edinburgh at the Festival

Theatre and at His Majesty’s Theatre in
Aberdeen.  The main aim of the classes
is to provide an inclusive fun leisure time
activity where the participants develop
their creativity, personal and social skills
through the youth theatre process.
Classes run at each of the following age
ranges: 3 - 4 year olds; 5 - 7 year olds; 
8 - 10 year olds; 11 - 12 year olds; 
13 - 14 year olds; 15 - 17 year olds and
18 - 25 year olds.  

“I love all things theatrical!  I love
meeting and making good friends
with people who have the same
interest.  Thank you for providing me
a great opportunity for me to do
exactly what I love.”
RORY, 14, DRAMA CLASSES, ABERDEEN

For many young people the weekly classes
are their first point of association with
Scottish Youth Theatre.  From attendance
at classes a young person can go on to
become involved with school holiday
courses & special projects, summer festival

courses, SYT Productions and, eventually,
may end up working for the company as
a trainee tutor.

In 2009/10, weekly classes operated as:
Aberdeen @ HMT
Edinburgh @ Festival Theatre
Glasgow @ Old Sheriff Court

Summer Term Theme – ‘Home’

Winter Term Theme – ‘A little nonsense,
now and then, is relished by the wisest
men’ Winter Festival

Spring Term Skills Development Term

WINTER FESTIVAL
Firmly established in Glasgow classes,
Winter Festival returned as a celebration
of the creativity generated in the weekly
classes.  In 2009, the weekly dance and
singing classes were included as an
integral part of in the festival.  Winter
Festival took place over two days in late-
November in the Brian Cox Studio at the
Old Sheriff Court.  The classes and tutors
worked together to create a new piece of
theatre based on  the theme: Roald
Dahl’s  ‘A little nonsense, now and then, is
relished by the wisest men’.  Each class

had to learn the song ‘Pure Imagination’
to fit into the superstructure devised by
members of SYT Productions with
director, Fraser MacLeod.  Families and
friends enjoyed 9 very different
performances in the Brian Cox Studio.

2009 saw Edinburgh and Aberdeen
classes enjoy their own versions of Winter
Festival.  In Edinburgh, Scottish Youth
Theatre Associate Artist, Kieran McLoughlin,
created a superstructure, similar to that
used in Glasgow, with the 15-25 class
on a Saturday.  Each drama class then
performed with the 15-25 to present the
new devised piece.  In Aberdeen, Scottish
Youth Theatre Associate Artist, Francesca
Adair, took a different approach.  Working
the 15-25 class in Aberdeen, the group
acted as a support to the other age ranges
end of term sharing by being scenery
and background/supporting artists in
their newly devised pieces of theatre.

SPECIALIST CLASSES

DANCE CLASSES
These classes are devised, developed
and delivered by Carla Duggan.  Dance
classes have been firmly established into
the calendar of weekly workshops.  The

T

Tiny Tots class, Glasgow

“It was brilliant!!! – especially, making new   
friends who like drama and music.”
TEA, 9, GLASGOW



These weekly ‘process’ based sessions
for 3-25 year olds involve over
500 young people a term in
Glasgow at the Old Sheriff Court,
in Edinburgh at the Festival Theatre
and at His Majesty’s Theatre in
Aberdeen.  The main aim of the
classes is to provide an inclusive
fun leisure time activity where the
participants develop their
creativity, personal and social
skills through the youth theatre
process. Classes run at each of
the following age ranges: 3-5 year
olds; 6-7 year olds; 8-10 year olds;
11-12 year olds; 13-14 year olds;
15-17 year olds and 18-25 year
olds.  
“SYT creates an excellent
atmosphere and environment for
participants to have fun, develop new
skills and 
make friends.”
PARTICIPANT, (16)

For many young people the weekly
classes are their first point of an
association with Scottish Youth
Theatre. From attendance at classes
a young person can go on to
become involved with school
holiday courses & special projects,
summer festival courses, SYT
Productions and, eventually, may
end up working for the company
as a trainee tutor.
“The ‘Skint Knees’ class has
boosted my son’s confidence and is
having a positive effect on other
areas of his life.”
PARENT OF CLASS PARTICIPANT

“The energy, expertise and
enthusiasm of SYT’s staff ensures
my son has fun while learning drama
skills.”
PARENT OF CLASS PARTICIPANT

In 2008/09, weekly classes
operated as follows:

Summer Term (April-June)
Theme – ‘Heroes’
Specialist Skills – Advanced
Acting
Specialist Skills – Acting for
Camera

Winter Term (Sept-Nov.)
Theme – ‘Don’t be scared, just be
prepared, scary can be exciting’
Introduction of Dance Classes.
Winter Festival

Spring Term (Jan-March)
Skills Term
Dance Classes
Introduction of Singing Classes
Specialist Class – Audition Prep

WINTER FESTIVAL

Once again, Winter Festival, was a
celebration of the creativity that
thrives in weekly classes in
Glasgow throughout the year.  The
classes and their tutors  worked
together to devise a new piece of
theatre based on the theme ‘Don’t
be scared, just be prepared, scary
can be exciting’.  Kenny
McGlashan, associate director,
worked with a group of SYT
Productions’ members to devise a
super-structure or story that could
accommodate each class’s piece
slotting into the main story.  This
method has worked well over the
years with this year as no
exception.  Families and friends
enjoyed 6 very different
performances over two days in the
Brian Cox Studio.
SPECIALIST CLASSES

ACTING FOR CAMERA

“I made a lot of new friends & learned
how to stand in front of a camera and
how it all works plus some good
acting games which I really enjoyed.

They made the acting classes fun and
interesting and I was dying to get
there each day.” SOFIA (13),

Glasgow

Running alongside the Summer
term of classes these weekly
sessions saw a group of budding
young actors working together to
gain skills relating to working in
front of a camera.  Filmmakers
Irene Harris and Jon Thomson
explored the skills, knowledge and
ideas that participants would need
to develop to be on-screen actors.
Participants also gained knowledge
of technical terms and
methodologies used in filming for
television and film.  Each week the
group focussed on a different
element or technique of acting for
camera.  At the end of the term
everyone left with a DVD of the work
they had made.

ADVANCED ACTING

During the Summer Term
Associate Director Kenny
McGlashan ran weekly Advanced
Acting classes for senior members
of the youth theatre.  The sessions
were open to experienced
participants that were interested in
developing their acting skills in a
more focussed environment.
Participants were challenged in
their improvisation, textual
analysis and presentation skills.

“…a richly textured workshop that
gained from the individuals differences
and made the workshop something
very special indeed.” 
SAC EVALUATION

DANCE CLASSES

“Rebecca loves the dance classes…
she now wants to be a ballerina!  She
loved learning new skills and

style of delivery encourages participants
to develop confidence in their movement
skills rather than follow a strict formal
dance curriculum.  The demand for these
specialist classes has seen the
introduction of a second Tiny Twisters
class on a Saturday morning.  In future,  
It is hoped that dance classes will be
introduced on a Sunday.  All dance
classes participated in Winter Festival
alongside the drama and singing classes
in Glasgow.

“It is great, with each sharing
Rebecca is showing confidence and
significant improvement.  It teaches
dance informally and you don’t need
formal dance shoes/outfits.”
PARENT OF DANCE CLASS PARTICIPANT, 
GLASGOW

“Tutors encourage you to sing – good
songs learned – fun class.”
ERIN, 8, SINGING CLASS, GLASGOW

SINGING CLASSES
These classes were devised, developed
and delivered by Ross Brown.  Singing
classes continued in the Summer and
Winter terms of classes in Glasgow.
These classes focused on developing
individual participants singing/vocal
techniques while allowing them to enjoy
gaining confidence in their singing voice.
All singing groups performed as part of
Winter Festival.  In Spring term, singing
classes were withdrawn from the menu
of classes due to lack of demand. 

However, many parents and participants
have since expressed great interest in
the return of singing classes.  The artistic
team is working with the tutor to look at
ways to restructure and deliver these
classes.  It is hoped that they will be
reintroduced at a future date.

“Fraser incorporated all the different
children’s personalities and
behaviour into the session – so they
were engaged, included and
captivated at all times.” 
PARENT OF TODDLER, GLASGOW

TINY TALES/ TINY TOTS 
As part of the work Scottish Youth Theatre
has developed for 7 year olds and under,
Karen McGrady-Parker, Associate Director,
developed and delivered a series of parent
and toddler classes.  These classes were
designed to encourage interaction, play
and communication between parent and
child, whilst exploring and developing
creativity in all participants.  Fraser
MacLeod, Assistant Director, facilitated a
second term of these classes at the Old
Sheriff Court.  Both pilot terms proved
valuable for tutors and participants.  The
company will endeavour to seek funding
for a continuation of these sessions.  

“My son has definitely developed his
confidence and creativity through
these classes.  His self-esteem is
boosted every time as there are no
wrong answers.  He talks about the
class all week.”
PARENT OF TODDLER, GLASGOW

DISCO TOTS
Also as part of the work developed for
under 7s, Dance Specialist Carla Duggan
led a group of dance assistants in the
creation of a special disco event that took
children and parents on a dance journey
around the world in the Brian Cox Studio.
This success pilot session has been
discussed and will feed into future
planning of events for this age group.

‘Fraser has an excellent way with
accepting ideas & using – promoting
imagination.  Very open to ideas –
nice broad topics allow for wide range
of abilities to participate.’  
PARENT OF TODDLER, BLANTYRE

AUDITION PREP CLASSES
In December 2009, artistic director, Mary
McCluskey worked with senior members of
the youth theatre on audition techniques
including: selection of appropriate speeches
& songs; analysis and presentation skills
for speeches; voice, focus & movement
exercises; and presentation skills for
interview.  Each participant received
individual and group tuition.  They were
encouraged to support other members of

the group through giving and receiving
positive criticism.  This intensive course
took place over two weekends.  

FAMILY STORYTIME
As a further development in the youth
theatre’s work for 7 year olds and under,
Assistant Director, Fraser MacLeod and
Drama Worker Fiona Manson piloted two
interactive storytelling seasons for
children and their families.  The first
stories delivered were versions of The
Frog Prince and The Magic Porridge
Pot.  Such was the success of the pilot
sessions, Family Story Time was
developed into a fortnightly event.  The
stories from the second season were as
follows: The Elves and the Shoemaker;
The Sorcerer’s Apprentice; How Jumbo
Went to the Moon; The Three Little
Pigs; and The Pied Piper of Hamelin.
This second season saw one
professional storyteller work with an SYT
Production’s participant to create and tell
the interactive stories. 

“A good mix of storytellers, all bringing
their own aspects to the tale.”
PARENT OF RUBIN, 3, HOW JUMBO WENT TO 
THE MOON

‘Not only the actors were brilliant but
the whole atmosphere worked’ 
PARENT, THE SORCERER’S APPRENTICE

HOLIDAY COURSES
“This was my 3rd musical theatre week,
it just gets better & better.  I met loads
of new friends and had so much fun!”
LORNA, 11, UDDINGSTON

JUKEBOX MUSICAL – 
EASTER COURSE
In April 2009 Artistic Director, Mary
McCluskey, Assistant Director, Fraser
MacLeod, Dance Specialist Carla Duggan
and Musical Director Ross Brown worked
with a group of participants over 1 week
to create a new musical using well know
pop songs from artists such as Girls Aloud,
KT Tunstall, Pink, Take That and other
performers.  The team devised a new
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“They both enjoy working with the tutor immensely.
They have attended other dance organisations but the
SYT classs is much better. More creative and clever.”
PARENT OF DANCE CLASS PARTICIPANTS, GLASGOW
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Tall Tales Family Story Time

piece of musical theatre integrating songs
from named artists.  On the final day, the
piece was performed to an appreciative
audience of family and friends in the
Brian Cox Studio.

“Singing, dancing and acting put
together was fabulous.  I had so much
fun and I loved the performance at
the end.”
MICHAEL, 10, EAST RENFREWSHIRE

THEATRE TOOLBOX – 
EASTER COURSE, EDINBURGH
In April 2009 Theatre Toolbox was run in
Festival Theatre,  Edinburgh. Three day
long workshops were offered to
participants.  The options on offer were
Street Dance, Acting with a Script and
Devising Comedy.

“I really enjoyed them and glad that I
went. (The tutors are) very good at
what they do.”
ANDREW AGED 16, EDINBURGH

ACTING WITH A SCRIPT –
OCTOBER WEEK GLASGOW
In October 2009, Drama Worker, Karen
Sinclair, led a week long Acting with a
Script project.  This ‘text in performance’
course allowed young people to explore
the skills required when taking scripts
from page to stage.  The young people
utilised these skills and prepared
sections from Roald Dahl’s James and
the Giant Peach.  The group shared their
rehearsed readings with an audience of
family and friends in the Pink Room at
the end of the course.

NATIONAL YOUTH
COMMITTEE
This diverse group of youth theatre
members, representing various age groups
and geographical areas of the country,
comes together three times a year to
provide a sounding board or focus group
for Scottish Youth Theatre’s strategic
developments and programme of activities.
The committee meets with members of
Core Staff to voice their opinions on current
operations and future plans.  Young people
are at the heart of everything the youth
theatre does and as such their voice is of
extreme importance to the company.  In
2009/10, the group came together to
discuss specialist skills courses, the
accreditation of courses, the website &
social networking sites and the general
marketing of the company.
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Orkney Alcohol Awareness Project



he National Roadshow
remains an important element
of Scottish Youth Theatre’s
annual programme of activities.
It helps the company fulfill its
‘national’ remit through a

series of free drama sessions and
workshops.  For six weeks in the autumn
of 2009, the National Roadshow visited a
wide variety of schools and groups all
across Scotland. The variety of groups
hosting a Roadshow event included:
secondary schools, youth theatres,
amateur dramatic clubs, after school care
clubs, support for learning units and
community education centres.  In 2009,
Scottish Youth Theatre specifically
targeted groups of ‘young carers’.  Each
host was given the following options of
sessions:

Theatre Games and Improvisation (2hrs)
Using fast paced games & exercises, the
group can learn basic drama skills and
techniques within a fun, relaxed and
creative environment.  Focus is on building
group work skills and developing
confidence. 

The Power of the Ensemble (2hrs)
Developing vital group work skills as an
ensemble performer the young people will
devise their own work incorporating
movement and voice.  This is a chance to
experience the exciting potential for
performing as an ensemble.

Page to Stage (2hrs)
Using theatrical exercises and techniques
the participants will creatively explore
staging, characterisation and direction to
gain a fuller understanding of the text.
Texts to choose from:
1. Shakespeare 
(Hamlet, Romeo & Juliet, Antigone)
2. Scottish Contemporary 
(The Steamie, Passing Places & Crucible)

Responsible Citizen (2hrs)
Imagination, enthusiasm and a desire to
live in a place you are proud to call home
will allow you to create scenes that if came
true would make a positive change in your
life.  Creatively exploring the potential of
each individual to make a positive change
in society.  It also explored how all of these
changes together could have the potential
for a local, national or, even, global impact. 

“SYT is a great resource for teaching
staff and provides a new experience
for pupils who enjoy performing”   
TEACHER  CLYDE VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL

Practical Approach to Shakespeare (2hrs)
Using tried and tested techniques the
group will break down the barriers of
Shakespeare’s language by focusing on
physicality and voice.  The workshop will
develop confidence in using the language
gaining a fuller understanding of the
language used and character motivations.

Special Educational Needs 
(length is dependant on needs of the group)
Within the headline SEN we offer all of
the options listed above, catering to
individual group skill levels, abilities and
needs.  If this tailor-made workshop is of
interest to you and your group then
please let us know.

“I want to do this every week and
thank you so much that I had 
the chance to do it”
PUPIL, 11, KEITH PRIMARY SCHOOL

“Really great class – good range of song choices 
– new warm up techniques.  It was good to gain
help with certain parts of my voice.”
SCOTT, 22, SINGING CLASS, GLASGOW

❚ Airdrie Academy, Airdrie
❚ Albyn School, Aberdeen
❚ Alves Primary, Elgin
❚ Applegrove Primary, Moray
❚ Auchenharvie Academy, Stevenson
❚ Balfron High School, Balfron 

(3 workshops)
❚ Barrhead High School, Barrhead
❚ Beaconhurst High School, 

Bridge of Allan
❚ Beeslack, Edinburgh
❚ Bellahouston Academy, Glasgow
❚ Braidhurst High School, Motherwell
❚ Bridge of Don Academy, BridgeofDon
❚ Broomhouse Young Carers, 

Edinburgh
❚ Buckhaven High School, Fife
❚ Buckie School, Buckie
❚ Caldervale High School, Ayr
❚ Cardinal Newman High School, 

Bellshill
❚ Castleton Primary, Glasgow
❚ Cleveden Sec. School, Glasgow
❚ Clyde Valley High, Wishaw
❚ Craigmount High School, Edinburgh 

(2 workshops)
❚ Dalbeattie High School, Dalbeattie
❚ Drammie Dodger, Edinburgh
❚ Drumoyne Primary, Glasgow
❚ Dumfries High School, Dumfries
❚ Dunbar High School, Dunbar

❚ Duncanrig Sec.School, East Kilbride
❚ East Ayrshire Youth Theatre, 

Kilmarnock
❚ East End Primary, Moray
❚ East Fulton Primary, Paisley
❚ East Lothian Young Carers, 

Mussleburgh
❚ Elgin High School, Elgin
❚ Falkirk High School, Falkirk
❚ Forrester School, Edinburgh
❚ Gaelic Glasgow School, Glasgow
❚ Glencryan School, Cumbernauld
❚ Golspie High School, Golspie
❚ Grangemouth High School, 

Grangemounth
❚ Grove Academy, Dundee
❚ Hamilton Grammar School, Hamilton
❚ Hawick High School, Hawick
❚ Hermitage Academy, Helensburgh
❚ High School of Dundee, Dundee
❚ Hillhead High School, Glasgow
❚ Islay High School, Islay (2 workshops)
❚ James Young High School, Livingston
❚ Keith Primary, Keith
❚ Kelso High School, Kelso
❚ Kinlochbervie High School, Speyside
❚ Kirkcaldy High School, Kirkcaldy
❚ Kirkwall High School, Orkney 

(2 workshops)
❚ Largs Youth Theatre, Largs
❚ Lasswade School, Bonnyrigg

❚ Laurencekirk Primary, Laurencekirk
❚ Lochend Community High, Glasgow
❚ Lochgilphead High School, 

Lochgilphead
❚ Lossiemouth High, Lossiemouth
❚ Mallaig High School, Mallaig
❚ Mearns Academy, Keith
❚ Merrylee Primary, Glasgow
❚ Millbank Primary, Moray
❚ Milnes High School, Moray
❚ Milnes Primary, Moray
❚ Montrose Academy, Montrose
❚ Morrisons Academy, Creiff
❚ Mosspark Primary, Glasgow
❚ Mosstodloch Primary, Moray
❚ Mosstowie, Moray
❚ Newmill Primary, Keith
❚ Newmill Primary, Moray
❚ Our Lady High School, Cumbernauld
❚ Our Lady of Annunciation School, 

Glasgow
❚ Our Lady’s High School, Motherwell
❚ Parklands Learning Centre, 

Helensburgh
❚ Plockton High School, Plockton
❚ Portgordon Primary, Moray
❚ Portlethen Academy, Portlethan
❚ Prestwick Academy, Prestwick
❚ Redburn School, Cumbernauld 

(2 workshops)
❚ Renfrewshire Carers Centre, Paisley

❚ Robert Gordon College, Aberdeen
❚ Ross Hall Academy, Glasgow
❚ Rothesay Academy, Rothesay
❚ Royston Primary, Glasgow
❚ Smile Child Care, Edinburgh
❚ Speyside High School, Speyside
❚ Speyside High, Aberlour
❚ St Aloysius School, Glasgow
❚ St Angela’s Primary, Glasgow
❚ St Augustine’s RC High School, 

Edinburgh
❚ St Bernard’s Primary, Glasgow
❚ St Conval’s School, Glasgow
❚ St Luke’s High School, Barrhead
❚ St Machar Academy, Aboyne
❚ St Roch’s Primary, Glasgow 

(2 workshops)
❚ St Sylvester’s Primary, Moray
❚ St Thomas Aquinas, Edinburgh 

(2 workshops)
❚ The Glasgow Academy, Glasgow
❚ Trinity High School, Glasgow
❚ Tyne castle High School
❚ Tyne Castle High School, Edinburgh
❚ Wellington School, Ayr
❚ Woodmill High School, Dunfermline
❚ Youth Café, Orkney

T
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Total number of workshops
delivered: 194 sessions delivered
to over 3376 young people
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“I’d like to thank SYT for giving me
the chance to come back after a
long gap and I am grateful to all
tutors, staff and my friends on all
projects who have given me some
of my most cherished working
memories.”  
SYT PRODUCTIONS’ MEMBER ANDREW, 19, DUNFERMLINE

YT Productions is the youth
theatre’s high profile, high
quality performance group.
The company continues to
identify talented young
actors, directors and

technicians and give them the
opportunity to further develop their skills
through challenging performance and
workshop projects.  It is made up of
senior members of Scottish Youth Theatre
who have shown particular skills and talent
for performance, production and delivering
projects.  The group has devised,
developed and performed at many
prestigious national and international
events such as: the Duke Of Edinburgh
Awards Anniversary Gala ‘06; the
Politician of the Year Awards ‘07; the
World Congress of the Royal College Of
Midwives ‘08; the Scotland Run (Central
Park, NYC) ’06 & ‘08; Tartan Week ’06;
Scotland Week ’08, Piping Live ‘08;  the
Annual Dinner of Scottish Chambers of
Commerce ’07 & ‘09; WHO Conference
‘09 and many more. SYT Productions has
also successfully toured nationally &
internationally with productions of
MACBETH, ROMEO & JULIET, DYING
FOR IT, GEORDIE, WHEN A STAR
FALLS & LOVE BUT HER.

SYT Productions allows Scottish Youth
Theatre to deliver its identified aims:  
❚ identifying suitable participants;
❚ providing participants with the opportunity

to develop their skills/talents; 
❚ training participants through the 

performance process;
❚ giving participants the opportunity to 

showcase their skills on various 
professional stages throughout Scotland; 

❚ affording participants the opportunity of 
working with leading theatre 
professionals;

❚ allowing participants to learn and 

experiment in a safe working environment; 
❚ the company acts as a conduit into 

professional training and the profession;
❚ allows the participants to have fun as 

they are developing vocational skills. 

The personal and professional
development of these participants is
important to the future of the creative
industries in Scotland.  Scottish Youth
Theatre is best placed to allow their
talents to grow in a safe & professional
environment.  Such is the demand for
this company’s work, that its programme
of activities has expanded to necessitate
the formation of a resident company.

“I think that SYT Productions is
necessary, because some people just
find drama relaxing and a laugh and
others find it that too, but are more
focused on improving skills – it’s
good that there is something aimed
at both types of SYT participant.”
SYT PRODUCTIONS’ MEMBER LAURA, 21, 
EDINBURGH

SYT Productions undertook the
following projects and productions 
in 2009/10:

SF2009 / AIYF 
As stated in the ‘Summer Festival’ section
of this report, a group of 8 participants
hosted and performed at the AIYF
Homecoming Burns’ Ceilidh.  They were
directed by Mary McCluskey with Ross
Brown as musical director.

“A beautiful piece of work.  The
performances, writing, singing and
hey the Ayrshire accents you jist
couldny fault.  Congratulations and
good luck  to everyone at the Scottish
Parliament.”
SHARON, ASSOCIATE ARTIST, LOVE BUT HER  

S

The Puddock & The Princess



“Very good interaction with children. My daughter
said it was really exciting  – she loved it and wants
to come back.”
PARENT, EDINBURGH, THE PUDDOCK & THE PRINCESS

AUGUST ‘09

‘LOVE BUT HER’
FESTIVAL OF POLITICS
& TOUR
As part of SF2009, this production
written by Lara Jane Bunting played in the
Brian Cox Studio before performing in
the Debating Chamber at the Scottish
Parliament, as part of the Festival of
Politics.  A live webcast of this performance
was broadcast around the worldwide
web.  SYT Productions had the honour of
being the first company to perform a play
in the Parliament Chamber.  The production
then toured to schools in East Ayrshire
as follows: Auchinleck Academy, Grange
Academy and St. Joseph’s Campus.

“It was my first visit to the Scottish
Youth Theatre and will not be my last.
I found it very good indeed.  Quite
riveting and very well acted.”
CLLR. ALISON HUNTER, GCC, ‘LOVE BUT HER’  
AUGUST ‘09

WINTER FESTIVAL 09
Assistant Director, Fraser MacLeod
worked with a group of SYT Productions
participants to create a super-structure or
story that was designed to accommodate
each class’s piece slotting into the main
story.  The superstructure was devised
from the following quote – Roald Dahl’s
‘A little nonsense, now and then, is
relished by the wisest men’. The director
and the group devised an entertaining
piece very much in the style of Roald
Dahl.  Musical Director, Ross Brown
supported the production by recording a
newly re-arranged version of ‘Pure
Imagination’ from Willy Wonka.

FESTIVE PRODUCTION / 
‘THE PUDDOCK & THE
PRINCESS’ 
Following the success of December.
2008’s The Beauty of Sleeping Wood,
SYT Productions decided to further develop
its unique style of interactive theatre
performance with a newly devised version
of the old Scots tale The Puddock & The
Princess.  Once again, the production
featured two senior members of SYT
Productions supported by a professional
actor/tutor.  This re-telling of the Scot’s
version of ‘The Frog Prince’ proved

extremely popular with young people,
nursery schools, their families and the
press.  In fact, audience numbers
increased by over 100%.  The company
has a growing reputation for offering
quality, interactive performances for 
7 year olds and unders. 

“Yes, of course there’s a script, but
the cast of three go with the flow of
what their young audience say.  The
adults may smile fondly or blush with
embarrassment, but we all recognise
just how very special and engaging
this delightful show is.  Rrrrrebit:
that’s frog-speak for treat.”
‘THE PUDDOCK & THE PRINCESS’  
THE HERALD,  DECEMBER ‘09

“The Puddock & The Princess was a
wonderful re-telling of the fairytale, The
Frog Prince.  The performance was
pitched at 3-7 year olds, which, in my
view, was the right age range for this
production.  The performance was well
performed and directed and the set
design by Fin McLay was ingenious…
SYT must be applauded for allowing
these young performers an opportunity
to gain a quality experience.”
SAC SPECIALIST ADVISOR, ARTISTIC 
EVALUATION, JANUARY ‘10

HOMECOMING PROJECT
/ ‘TAM O’SHANTER’
Following the success of the ‘Playdays
Weekend’ in March ’08 and development
weeks throughout 2009, Scottish Youth
Theatre worked with other national youth
performing arts organisations, Y-Dance
and the National Youth Pipe Band of
Scotland  to develop a project for the
Homecoming celebrations in 2009.  The
companies successfully applied for and
were awarded funding by the Scottish
Government through Homecoming
Scotland to work together to create a
unique production based on Burns’ Tam
O’Shanter.  The show was directed by
Mary McCluskey & Kenny McGlashan
from SYT with choreography by Andy
Howitt from Y-Dance and musical direction
by Alisdair McLaren from the NYPBS.  It
was written by Martin McCardie, designed
by Carter Ferguson with additional musical
direction & composition by Quee MacArthur

and supported by singing tutor, Ross
Brown.  The production opened at
Stirling Castle in October ‘09 celebrating
the best of young Scottish talent in music,
dance and performance.  It then toured to
Eden Court Theatre in Inverness before
completing the tour over Halloween
weekend at Haddo House, Aberdeenshire.
This exciting collaboration well received
by public and press alike, marked the first
time any of the National Youth Performing
Arts Companies have worked together
on a production.  

“It feels different and special, as if we’re
pushing something in new directions.
I don’t think that you can escape
traditions, but you do need to explore
them.  I tell you though, the first time
we heard the pipers… When they kick
in, there’s something that hits you
right in the heart.”
DAVID, 21, DUMFRIES

“…this ambitious venture produces a
loud, fascinating and vibrant version of
the poem, which not only pays full
respect to the rhythms of the language
of Burns’ original text, but also takes
seriously Burns’ final warning to men
like Tam, who just can’t grow up and
say “no” to that final drink.”
THE SCOTSMAN, STIRLING CASTLE, OCTOBER ‘09

“…there are signs that Homecoming
2009 might finally be generating work
of real worth.  This collaboration… not
only does it involve the combined
talents of three national companies for
young people, but it is, self-evidently,
based on the work of the anniversary
Bard, and I fancy Burns would have
liked it rather a lot.”
THE HERALD, STIRLING CASTLE, OCTOBER ‘09

CULTIVATION 
EVENING @ SCOTTISH
PARLIAMENT
As part of Scottish Youth Theatre’s
strategic campaign to gain ‘national
company’ status, Board Member, Frank
McAveety kindly hosted an MSP’s
Reception in the Garden Lobby at the
Scottish Parliament in November ‘09.
Patron, Blythe Duff, who is a past-
participant, spoke eloquently in support
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of the company.  The event was attended
by Alex Ferguson MSP, Presiding Officer
of the Scottish Parliament and the Minister
for Culture, Michael Russell MSP.  Mr.
Russell delivered an encouraging speech
supporting the work of the youth theatre.
Sixteen members of SYT Productions
worked with Ross Brown, Fraser MacLeod
and Mary McCluskey to produce two
separate pieces of musical entertainment:
a medley of songs by Scottish Artists;
and the final 20 mins of Sondheim’s ‘Into
The Woods’.  The pieces were received
enthusiastically by the invited audience.
The company appreciates the support of
the Presiding Officer and Frank McAveety
MSP in organising this event.

“I confess I was most impressed by
the performers you had at the Garden
Lobby event.”
ROBERT BROWN MSP, GLASGOW REGION

YOUNG
PLAYWRIGHTS’ 
/ PHASES 2 & 3
Through the generosity of the Labyrinth
Trust, Scottish Youth Theatre was able to
re-launch its Young Playwrights’ Scheme
in 2009.  Ten young writers from across
Scotland signed up for the phase the
project.  The first weekend of the project

brought the young writers together with
mentor, David Cosgrove at the Old
Sheriff Court for a two-day intensive of
masterclasses, structure & writing skills
classes; script development sessions and
script work with actors & directors.  Each
writer used actors to improvise ideas for
their script or to work on existing scenes.
Actors working with Mary McCluskey and
Kenny McGlashan worked on script and
character development.  Writers were set
tasks by their mentor.  Each session was
followed by a feedback session involving
all staff and participants.  At the end of
the weekend the young playwrights left
ready to write enthused by the experience.
Over the next few weeks David mentored
the writers electronically through email. 

“It allows you to explain your ideas
and have them criticised in such a
way you find it helpful and can
expand on what you have.”         
ANDREA (PLAYWRIGHT),16, GREENOCK

The group of young writers, actors and
directors came together for Phase 2 in
April ’09.  Weekend II involved two full days
of table readings of the scripts written by
that date (Five completed scripts, five
partial scripts).  Involvement of young actors
and directors was again crucial to this
process, and some degree of rehearsal

was possible in all cases.  The table
readings were in front of all participants,
detailed and specific feedback was offered
by all (modelled around an extensive
feedback prompt sheet distributed in
advance).  Throughout the weekend,
following the reading of their plays, David
had further individual interviews with the
playwrights, reviewing their experience
and helping to plan how their projects
could be improved and advanced.

The individual plays covered a wide scope
of theatrical and artistic ambitions; from a
ten minute surrealist piece, to a fully written
one hundred and twenty page musical
version of the Sawney Bean legend.

Following the completion of the Weekend
II, further informal mentoring took place
with several of the playwrights and further
work occurred on a number of scripts,
leading to the inclusion of three of the
pieces in SYT Production’s Skills Workshop
Week in June 2009.  The scripts used
were as follows:

Come By 
by Anna Schneider, 21, Stirling
Are We Safe Yet? 
by Josh Bennie, 15, Glasgow
La Meche 
by Karin Fortine, 23, Montreal
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Tam O’Shanter Young Playwrights



During the Skills Week the selected
scripts were rehearsed over 5 days with
young actors directed by young directors.
The whole process was supervised and
supported by Scottish Youth Theatre
team with Fraser Macleod joining Kenny
and Mary to support the project.  At the
end of the week all three plays were
performed in front of an invited audience.

The positive outcomes for the young
playwrights in this programme were:
❚ development, improvement, and in some 

cases, completion of existing scripts.
❚ acquisition and improvement of new 

skills and new methods of working.
❚ exposure to detailed, specific, and 

actionable feedback, within a positive 
and supportive framework. 

❚ interaction with, and mutual support 
from, fellow playwrights.

❚ an overwhelmingly positive experience 
of working with young actors and 
directors

In addition, unplanned, but very welcome
bonus outcomes for the actors included:
❚ a greater understanding and appreciation 

of the skill, time, and precision involved 
in the playwright’s craft.

❚ a hugely positive experience derived 
from being so intimately involved in the 
creation of new pages of script.

❚ Inspiring some actors to even think 
about writing their own material.  (one 
young actor came back to Weekend II 
as a young playwright.)

(I liked)…“Getting to look at scripts in
a different way than just as an actor,
which I feel gives me different ideas
on how to represent and think about
characters.  It made me view acting
as a craft more than a talent.”
STEPHANIE (ACTOR),15, LENZIE

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
WEEK
In June 2009, the core artistic team
came together with invited participants
for week of intensive skills development.
Senior members of SYT Productions,
young actors and directors, worked
alongside young playwrights to bring
three selected plays to a rehearsed
reading/performance stage.  The three
plays listed in the above young playwright’s
section were performed before an invited
audience in the Brian Cox Studio.
Younger new recruits to SYT Productions
worked with assistant director, Fraser
MacLeod on devising a separate piece –
a ghost story.  This new exciting piece of
theatre was based on the idea of sisters
fighting over a haunted dolls-house.  It

was performed as a companion piece to
the Young Playwrights’ plays.

“Everytime the skills week is run it is
completely different and it helps me
find new skills that I can take away
and incorporate in my acting… it was
a new exciting experience and I really
enjoyed it.”
PHILIP, 19, ABERDEEN

“I thoroughly enjoyed the week, great
fun, great people, learnt a lot.  I
enjoyed working with such a great
range of people and I loved working
with the young playwrights’ scripts as
this was interesting.  The week was
just fantastic.”
CORA, 18, PAISLEY

WHO CONFERENCE /
‘YOUTH FRIENDLY
HEALTH SERVICES
Continuing Scottish Youth Theatre’s
established relationship with NHS Health
Scotland, the company was invited to
commission, rehearse and perform a
number of comedic sketches relating to
a young person’s view of accessing
health services.  David Cosgrove was
commissioned to write the 20 minute
piece.  It was directed by Mary McCluskey.
World Health Organisation international
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SYT Productions performing at Scottish Parliament

World Health Organization Conference hosted by NHS Scotland Winter Festival



“absolutely brilliant performance from SYT at
WHO/NHS reception last night on youth friendly
health services – spot on!”
LOUISE MACDONALD, TWITTER  SEPTEMBER ‘09

conference took place in September ’09
at the Apex Hotel, Edinburgh.  SYT
Productions performed the sketches
twice during the 3 day conference.

‘The Scottish Youth Theatre stole the
show with their witty and insightful
demonstration of some of the
difficulties young people have
accessing health services.’
‘WALK THE TALK’ E-ZINE  NOVEMBER ‘09

NHS HEALTH
SCOTLAND / ‘WALK
THE TALK’ EVENT,
INVERNESS
Such was the success of the performances
at the WHO Conference, the company
was invited to perform one of the sketches
at the launch of a ‘Walk the Talk’ event in
Edinburgh.  Craig Steele and Andrew
Illsley, two members of the original team
represented the company in Inverness.

“…what a credit they both were and
they were fantastic ambassadors for
the Scottish Youth Theatre… Their
performance was brilliant… it really
made the event and got everyone
involved and talking.”
PETER WATSON, COMMUNICATIONS 
MANAGER, NHS HEALTH SCOTLAND

ROYAL COLLEGE OF
GP’S CONFERENCE
Yet another result of the WHO Conference
was an invitation for two participants to
perform at a roleplaying session for the
annual conference of the Royal College
of GP’s.  Anna Schneider and Ruaridh
Caddell improvised characters based on
given scenarios.  They were then put into
improvised Q&A sessions with GP’s in
front of an audience as part of  ‘Transition
in Health Services’ session.  Fraser
MacLeod rehearsed with these participants. 

‘Thanks to Anna and Ruaridh for
their excellent performances on
Friday.  I had several comments on
how good they were and how
effective the role-play had been in
raising issues.’
DR DICK CHURCHILL, RCGP’S

GCC ROSE TRIALS
MUSICAL EVENT
In August ’09, SYT Productions was
commissioned by Glasgow City Council
to perform as part of the Rose Trials
formal dinner in the Winter Gardens at
the People’s Palace in Glasgow.  A group
of 6 SYT Productions participants worked
with Musical Director, Ross Brown and
Drama Worker, Karen Sinclair to prepare
and perform a series of songs with a
floral theme.

TRADES HOUSE
MUSICAL EVENING
In September 2009, SYT Productions was
invited to perform at a musical evening at
Glasgow’s Trades House.  16 participants
worked with Mary McCluskey and Ross
Brown to produce two sets for the
evening’s entertainment.  The first set
was a number of songs relating to a floral
theme.  The second set, Ross Brown’s
re-arrangement of some Burns’ classics.

LTS POETRY EVENT /
‘HAME’
Three SYT Productions participants
worked alongside Drama Worker Karen
Sinclair to prepare and perform a dramatic
enactment of three selected poems from
the LTS ‘Hame’ Anthology’.  The group
performed these at the launch of the
anthology at the Mitchell Theatre, Glasgow. 

‘THE WEEGIE BOARD’ /
QUARRIERS’ CHARITY
EVENT
In December 2009, SYT Productions was
presented with an interesting challenge.
A friend of the company asked us to
perform a new ghost story before an
invited audience as a charity evening in aid
of Quarriers.  Never a group to shy away
from a challenge, the group asked our
resident friendly playwright, David Cosgrove,
to come up with a suitably scary piece.
David presented us with a spine-tingling
tale, The Weegie Board – a story centred
around 6 friends meeting at somebody’s
Auntie’s house – an empty – to drink,
eat, flirt and play with a quija board.  This
results in some truly terrifying moments.

SCRIPT
DEVELOPMENT /
‘JERUSALEM / THE
SONG OF DEEDS’ 
A group of senior members of SYT
Productions came together twice in early
2010 to help with the script development
process for a new play by Peter Arnott
commissioned as part of SF2010.
Working alongside playwright, Peter
Arnott and director, Mary McCluskey, the
group did read-throughs of two different
drafts of the play.  They provided much
appreciated feedback for the writer and
director and have helped in preparing the
script for Summer Festival.

“The show was wonderfully,
fantastically staged, great direction and
wonderfully interactive.  Sound was
brilliant plus lights were innovative.”
PARENT, GLASGOW

SPRING PRODUCTION
/ ‘THE UGLY DUCKLING’ 
Following the success of the Christmas
productions and other events for under
7s and their families, Scottish Youth
Theatre was delighted to produce its first
ever Easter show.  Using the story of
Hans Christian Andersen’s The Ugly
Duckling and the company’s skill in
workshop delivery the cast and creative
team devised and rehearsed a new
interactive interpretation of the story.
The play was devised by Fraser MacLeod
and Fiona Manson with participants
Jayne Austin and Philip Napier.  Fraser
directed the show with Fin McLay
designing a magical environment for The
Pink Room.  The production proved a
great success playing 42 shows to an
audience of almost 1400 young people,
families and friends.

“We all had a wonderful experience.
The format was excellent for young
children.”
HEADTEACHER, NURSERY, GLASGOW

“This has been the best children’s
production I’ve been to.”
PARENT, GLASGOW
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cottish Youth Theatre
continues to use its Special
Projects to deliver its outreach
and social inclusion activities.
The nature of the programme

is continually changing to meet
the needs of the youth theatre’s client
groups.  Throughout the year, Scottish
Youth Theatre involved itself in special
projects either initiated by the youth
theatre, in partnership with other
organisations or in response to requests
from outside bodies.  2009/10 saw a
variety of projects being delivered,
including the following:

BEARSDEN AFTER-
SCHOOL’S CLUB
In June, as part of an in-service training
day for after school club providers,
Assistant Director, Fraser MacLeod
delivered practical sessions on the use
of drama games and exercises for
teachers and leaders in the delivery of
the curriculum.

LEARNING TEACHING
SCOTLAND / YOUNG
PEOPLE’S ADVISORY
GROUP / CITIZENSHIP
WORKSHOPS
In June ‘09, as part of the LTS Young
People’s Advisory Group Annual
Conference at Hampden Football
Ground, Assistant Director, Fraser
MacLeod led 3 practical drama sessions
for school children and teachers
exploring the themes of citizenship.

ALFORD ACADEMY /
LIVING HISTORY
WORKSHOPS
As part of Alford Academy’s living history
day Scottish Youth Theatre Associate
Artists Francesca Adair and Kieran
McLoughlin delivered 4 workshops to
the pupils of Alford academy to prepare
them for the school’s re-enactment of
the battle of Alford.

ABERDOUR FESTIVAL
/ INTRO TO DRAMA
SESSIONS 
In August 2009, the youth theatre was
invited to run two fun drama sessions as
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Official visit by Robert Brown MSP

Tam O’Shanter rehearsal

The Ugly Duckling
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part of the annual community festival.
Lisa Gregan led these workshops

SHAKESPEARE
SCHOOLS’ FESTIVAL /
CAST WORKSHOPS
The core artistic team at Scottish Youth
Theatre delivered cast workshops to
participating schools and youth groups in
the Shakespeare Schools Festival, in
September.  Each school received a
workshop focusing on performance skills
including stagecraft, voice and character.
20 groups received the workshops in
venues in Aberdeen, Edinburgh,
Glasgow, and Musselburgh. 

ORKNEY ISLANDS
COUNCIL PROJECT /
HEALTHY CHOICES
In partnership with Education and
Leisure Services, from Orkney Islands
Council, Scottish Youth Theatre tutors
Steven Leech and Katrina Wilson used
drama as a fun way to explore healthy
lifestyle principles with a particular focus
on alcohol misuse.  Using theatre games,
exercises and roleplay, the workshops
creatively investigated the consequences
of different life choices and reflected
upon practical decisions that the
participants may face in the future. 

Scottish Youth Theatre provided 1 full
day workshop for every primary and
secondary school in Orkney, a CPD
session for teachers involved and a
handout with useful exercises and follow
on tasks.  The workshop, CPD and
handout are being used as a starting
point to allow continuation in addressing
the issue of alcohol misuse through a
self sustaining project. 

Over 450 school pupils took part in the
project in various venues across the
islands.

OUR LADY’S 
HIGH SCHOOL,
CUMBERNAULD / 
‘THE CRUCIBLE’
WORKSHOPS
In February, Fraser MacLeod, delivered a
specialist workshop on Arthur Miller’s
The Crucible for Our Lady’s High
School in Cumbernauld. Fraser worked
with pupils exploring their knowledge of
the themes and characters in the play.
They also looked at using this
information with practical acting
techniques.  This helped to better
improve individual scenes for
assessment as part of Higher Drama.

SCOTTISH
GOVERNMENT 
ST ANDREW DAY
CELEBRATIONS
In November, Drama Worker, Linda
Cuthbert delivered four interactive
storytelling workshops based on the
stories of ‘The Frog Prince’ and ‘The
Magic Porridge Pot’ to young people
and their families, as part of the St
Andrew Day Celebrations in Edinburgh.

EARLY YEARS 
IN SCOTLAND
CONFERENCE
Scottish Youth Theatre was invited to
lead a presentation at this National
event on 16th March 2010, which
explored the important role of quality
engagement with young people under 5
years old.  Karen McGrady Parker led a
storytelling session with delegates
which gave a flavour of Scottish Youth
Theatre’s ‘house style; interactive,
engaging theatre for young people and
their families.

BISHOPBRIGGS 
HIGH SCHOOL –
HEALTHY CITIZENS’
WORKSHOPS
As part of a sixth year Healthy Living
Day at Bishopbriggs Secondary  School
in February ‘10, Karen McGrady Parker
led 4 workshops. These workshops were
an opportunity for students to creatively
explore what may happen in their futures
determined by healthy or unhealthy
choices they may make today.  Activities
provoked discussion, debate and a
determination to make positive changes.

‘THE UGLY DUCKLING’
– NURSERY
WORKSHOPS
To complement the Easter Show The
Ugly Duckling Scottish Youth Theatre
offered the following workshops: ‘Down
on the Farm’ and ‘Celebrating Our
Differences’ The sessions were designed
to reinforce the 4 key capacities within
the Curriculum for Excellence. 2
workshops were facilitated at
Westercraigs Nursery, Glasgow with
young people aged 2 to 4 years old.
These workshops were highly interactive
and re-visited some of the favourite
moments, songs and dances from the
performance.  More sessions were
planned for April ’10.

MSP VISIT TO 
OLD SHERIFF COURT
As a direct result of the MSP Cultivation
Evening in November ’09, Robert Brown
MSP, Glasgow Region paid a visit to the
Old Sheriff Court in February 2010.  Mr.
Brown was given a tour of the building
by a group of young people and staff.
After the tour, the group had a
discussion about the work of the
company with the MSP.

“It was a real delight to meet the young people
at the SYT – they are all hugely impressive and
articulate, and I am sure the best advert you
could have.”
ROBERT BROWN MSP, GLASGOW REGION
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he provision of quality training is
at the heart of Scottish Youth
Theatre’s programme of
activities. Young people, Core
Staff, and Tutors all deserve

training of an excellent standard.
Scottish Youth Theatre will continue to
strive to keep training standards high.
The in-house tutors’ apprenticeship
scheme and tutor mentoring scheme,
delivered by the Associate & Assistant
Directors & Associate Artists, continue
to offer excellent advice and training.
These schemes provide quality
assurance and ensure that workshop
tutors employed by the youth theatre
are of an acceptable standard.

IN-HOUSE
APPRENTICESHIP
SCHEME
This method of training tutors allows
the ‘house-style’ in workshop delivery to
be assured in new tutors.  Senior
members of the youth theatre who have
been involved for at least one year as a
workshop assistant are identified by the
artistic team and are given the
opportunity to train as a Scottish Youth
Theatre classes tutor.  Each apprentice
works at the rate of personal
development best suited to their
individual needs.  In 2009/10, two
young people were part of the scheme
– Nikki McGhee (Summer Term
Glasgow) and Anna Schneider
(Glasgow & Edinburgh).  Five previous
apprentices worked as weekly & project
tutors the company.  Associate director,
Karen McGrady-Parker, has worked
with the trainee tutors throughout the
year.  The Associate and Assistant
Directors continue to do invaluable
work in the operations of the in-house
apprenticeship scheme and the tutor-
mentoring scheme.  They provide
frontline quality assurance.

TUTORS/LEADERS’
TRAINING
The professional development of tutors/
leaders is of great importance to Scottish
Youth Theatre.  With this in mind the
company shared the following sessions
with tutors in 2009/10: games/skills
exchange; an information exchange; and
a directing ‘in-the-round’ session.  These
practical sessions were led by senior
members of the artistic team.  The
places in the sessions were made
available to leaders from other arts
organisations.  Each session resulted in
participants being given teaching aids
relevant to the theme.

CORE STAFF
TRAINING
Throughout the year members of the
Scottish Youth Theatre’s core staff attend
various conferences, training courses
and seminars in the following areas:

TRAINING & COURSES
Discipline & Grievance @ work Glasgow,
Child Protection Workshop Edinburgh,
Swine Flu Glasgow, Goldmine Databases
basic & advanced Glasgow, Young
Audiences Scotland Glasgow, IOSH
Edinburgh, Fire Warden Glasgow, First
Aid Glasgow, Fire Warden Glasgow,
Audio Description Training London,
Production management for producers
Edinburgh.

CONFERENCES & MEETINGS
Cultural Championship Day Glasgow,
Scottish Gov. Curriculum for Excellence
Edinburgh, Future for Arts & Creative
Policy Edinburgh, Glasgow City Marketing
Group Glasgow, Accreditation Meeting
with SQA & SQCF Glasgow, Leadership
& Tough Times Glasgow, Somewhere to
meet Glasgow, FST – Meeting & AGM
Various, Cultural Alliance Meetings
Edinburgh, Scotland Dialogue Event
Perth, Midnite Youth Theatre Meeting

London, Shakespeare Schools Festival
Meeting London, HMT Education Team
Meeting Aberdeen, RSAMD Technical
Link up Glasgow, Council for Homeless
Young People Glasgow, Development
through movement Glasgow, Open Space 
– FST Glasgow, Respect Me Conference
Glasgow, Leading change – Mental Health
Glasgow, Listening to our Visitors Glasgow,
Emporium 2010 – FST Glasgow,
Ambition Conference @ CCA Glasgow,
Arts & Business London, Merchant City
Marketing Group Glasgow, Star Catchers
Meeting Glasgow, Joan Parr Scottish Arts
Council Glasgow, Arts and Glow Glasgow,
Experiential Play Glasgow, Holyrood
Banking Enquiry Glasgow, GCC Grant
Funding Glasgow, Rainbow Room –
Certification Glasgow, Chamber of
Commerce Networking Lunch Glasgow,
Dancehouse Meeting Glasgow, IETM
meeting Glasgow, Ambition Day Glasgow,
Early Years Intervention Conference
Edinburgh, Creative Skills Scotland
Edinburgh, Promote YT Board Meetings
Edinburgh, Maximising Effectiveness in
Social Change Edinburgh, Glasgow
Chamber of Commerce Glasgow,
Persimmons Meeting Glasgow, Balfour
Beattie Meeting Glasgow.

STUDENT
PLACEMENTS
Scottish Youth Theatre considers the
training provided by our colleagues in
schools, colleges and universities as
important.  As such, the company hosts
placement students and work experience
pupils.  In 2009/10, the following schools,
colleges & universities sent young people
on placement with Scottish Youth Theatre:

Princes Trust x2 Glasgow, Beaconhurst
School SEN x3 Glasgow, St George's
School Edinburgh, Jordanhill School
Glasgow, Queen Margaret University
Edinburgh, Langside College Glasgow

T

TRAINING



hile operating out
annual programme of

activities, Scottish Youth
Theatre is always looking

to the future.  The Company
endeavours to look at ways of challenging,
improving and expanding our theatre arts
provision whilst increasing access for
participants.  The projects discussed and
developed in 2009/10 were as follows:

BRIAN COX STUDIO
Scottish Youth Theatre is actively seeking
to establish the Brian Cox Studio as a
designated venue for quality work for & by
children and young people.  With this in
mind in 2009/10, the company
programmed the theatre with the
following productions:
❚ Catherine Wheel’s: Pobby & Dingan
❚ Lung Ha’s Theatre Company: Il Panico 

di Pantalone
❚ Lickety Spit: The Hare & Tortoise
❚ RSAMD: Shakespeare in the City – 

King Lear, Julius Caesar, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Romeo & Juliet

❚ Traveling Light Theatre Company: 
How Cold My Toes

❚ We Dance Wee Groove 
(Glasgow Culture & Sport)

❚ Scottish Youth Theatre: Discotots
❚ Scottish Youth Theatre: Hamlet
❚ Scottish Youth Theatre: Hidden Treasures
❚ SYT Productions: Love But Her
❚ SYT Productions: Family Storytime

x 7 productions
❚ SYT Productions: The Puddock & the 

Princess
❚ SYT Productions: The Ugly Duckling

QUALIFICATIONS &
ACCREDITATION
Scottish Youth Theatre’s plans for the
accreditation of recognised qualifications
linked to its main programme of activities
moved on apace in 2009.  The senior
staff worked in association with Creative
Cultural Skills Scotland and the SQA in

the development of these awards.
Research visits were also made to
organisations already offering these
qualifications including: Experiential Play;
Children In Scotland; Rainbow Room
International & Dundee College.

WORK WITH CHILDREN
OF 7 YEARS AND
UNDER
Throughout the year the Scottish Youth
Theatre team has endeavoured to
strengthen links with a variety of
organisations including: Nursery Schools,
Primary Schools, Local Authority Children
Services and an extensive number of
social networking sites relevant to young
people and their families.  This targeted
approach has spread the word nationally
about the activity the company provides
for this age group.  This strategy has
proved successful.  This success is
reflected in the increase in numbers in
class participants of this age group and
the increased attendance at events such
as Family Story Time, The Puddock &
The Princess and The Ugly Duckling.
Scottish Youth Theatre has established a
growing reputation for the provision of
high quality interactive experiences for 7
year olds and under.

CURRICULUM FOR
EXCELLENCE
Working to reinforce the Curriculum for
Excellence, Scottish Youth Theatre has
designed a series of drama workshops
and In-service sessions for Nursery,
Primary and Secondary schools that will
be sent out nationally.  These descriptors
have been created specifically for each
age group and tailored to suit the specific
Curriculum level and Experience relevant
to the subject of Drama.  Scottish Youth
Theatre feels confident in the delivery of
this work as the company’s ethos has
always focused on the 4 key capacities
of learning: Confident Individuals,

Successful Learners, Effective
Contributors and responsible Citizens.
Workshops on offer as follows:
❚ Nursery workshop titles include 

‘Friendship’, ‘Celebrating Diversity’ and 
‘Storytelling

❚ Primary Workshop titles include 
‘Citizenship’, ‘Transition’ and 
‘Improvisation skills’

❚ Secondary Workshop titles includes 
‘Creating Character’, ‘Acting with 
Script’ and ‘Technical Theatre’

In-service Sessions will focus on both
process and product based drama activity.
The ‘Workshop Toolbox’ session will inspire
teachers and develop confidence in their
own delivery giving them the opportunity
to create their own lesson plans relevant
for their group.  The ‘ Production Toolbox’
will show tried and tested methods and
techniques, with over 33 years experience,
to follow when working towards a School
Show considering staging, set, costume
and use of music.

NATIONAL YOUTH
PERFORMING ARTS
COMPANIES
Throughout the year 2009/10, Scottish
Youth Theatre continued to collaborate
with NYOS, NYCOS & Y-Dance in the
pursuit to gain ‘national company’ status
for the four companies.  The group
worked together to raise the profile of
the companies with politicians and senior
civil servants.  The Chair of the Board and
CEO from each company met on several
occasions to develop strategy.  This
included a one-day session facilitated by
arts consultant, Bryan Beattie.  Bryan put
together a formal proposal laying out a
strategic approach to achieve our aims.
This document was forwarded to the then
Minister for Culture, Michael Russell MSP.
The four companies are meeting the
present Minister for Culture, Fiona
Hyslop MSP in May 2010.
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aving occupied the building
for almost 5 years now and
given the current economic
climate, the Board and senior
staff decided to take stock,
looking at all operations in

the Old Sheriff Court.  The Company
Review Committee was reconvened to 
re-visit the business plan, the financial
sustainability and the staff structure.  

2009/10 has seen the venue become
further established as a City Centre
resource for rehearsals, meetings,
receptions and conferences.  

“A big thank you on behalf of everyone
who attended our event yesterday (but
especially me!) for all the work you
and your team put into making our day
go smoothly.  Both the venue and the
catering were great and I really felt like
we were well looked after.  Thank You!” 
LORNA BRAIDWOOD AND ALL AT THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH RESOURCE UNIT

VENUE USERS FROM 
1 APRIL 2009 - 31 MARCH
2010 ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Delegates and Audience Numbers - 46,
963 people 

CORPORATE
COMPANIES:
❚ Frame
❚ IRISS
❚ Research in Motion
❚ Taylor Clarke Limited

ARTS
ORGANISATIONS:
❚ Acting Cubed Productions
❚ Alyson Orr Ltd 
❚ Bang Bang Productions
❚ BBC
❚ Billy Elliott (Working Title Productions)
❚ Catherine Wheels 
❚ CEO
❚ Comedy Unit
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❚ Conflux
❚ Creative & Cultural Skills 
❚ Dance House 
❚ Federation of Scottish Theatre 
❚ Glasgow Grows Audiences
❚ Glasgow Student Dance Company
❚ Imaginate
❚ Kudos (Lip Service)
❚ Lickety Spit 
❚ National Youth Pipe Band 
❚ NTS
❚ Promote YT
❚ Random Accomplice 
❚ Scottish Arts Council 
❚ Scottish Ballet
❚ Scottish Theatre & Musical School
❚ Slice of Life
❚ The Gate Films
❚ The Piping Centre
❚ Theatre And
❚ Theatre Hebrides
❚ Theatre Jezebel 
❚ Theatre Nemo
❚ Vanessa Smith Pilates
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❚ Vox Motus
❚ Wahnam Scotland
❚ Y Dance 
❚ Youth Music Theatre UK 

“Thank you to you and your team for
your great service and provision of
our second meeting with you today.
I’ve thoroughly enjoyed dealing with
you all and everyone has been very
impressed by the level of service and
the fantastic catering.”
CANDY WATERMEYER  SCOTTISH ARTS COUNCIL

CHARITY
ORGANISATIONS:
❚ Alzheimer’s Scotland
❚ Barnardos 
❚ Bookstart
❚ Children 1st
❚ Deaf Connections
❚ Enable Scotland
❚ Glasgow Homelessness Network
❚ Inspiring Scotland
❚ Mental Welfare Commission
❚ Men’s Health Forum 
❚ Princes Trust
❚ Scottish Consortium for Learning 

Disability
❚ Scottish Refugee Council

ASSOCIATIONS:
❚ Public & Commercial Services Union
❚ Royal Town Planning Institute 
❚ ScOPT

EDUCATION 
& TRAINING
ORGANISATIONS:
❚ Adam Smith College
❚ Centre for Research & Families
❚ Confab
❚ Excelr8
❚ IFAL
❚ James Watt College
❚ NESTA
❚ New Campus Glasgow
❚ Remploy
❚ RSAMD
❚ Scottish Business in the Community
❚ Social Enterprise Academy
❚ Training & Enterprise Development

“I just wanted to say how much we enjoyed the
venue; it was a perfect setting for our conference.
Everything was very well organised and all the
SYT staff were very helpful and friendly.”
JAN HALL  IFAL (INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR ACTION LEARNING)

❚ Values into Action
❚ Voice Business
❚ Prestwick Academy 

GOVERNMENT:
“Thank you to all involved in making
our event on Tuesday go so well,
everyone enjoyed it and the food and
facilities excellent.  I hope I have the
opportunity to use Scottish Youth
Theatre again.”
MARY HENDRY:  GLASGOW CITY COUNCIL: 
EDUCATION & IMPROVEMENT SERVICE 

❚ Cambridgeshire City Council
❚ Chief Executive Department 

(Glasgow City Council)
❚ Children, Young People & Social Care 

(Scottish Government)
❚ Culture & Sport Glasgow 
❚ Drugs Policy Unit (Scottish Government)
❚ East Glasgow CHCP
❚ Economic & Social Initiatives 

(Glasgow City Council)
❚ Education & Improvement 

(Glasgow City Council)
❚ Equality & Human Rights Commission
❚ Equalities, Social Inclusion & Sports 
❚ Directorate (Scottish Government)
❚ Glasgow Community Safety
❚ Glasgow Housing Association 
❚ NHS Health Scotland
❚ NHS Quality Improvement 
❚ NHS Public Health 
❚ Scottish Credit & Qualifications 

Framework
❚ Scottish Social Services Learning Network
❚ Scottish Throughcare & Aftercare Forum
❚ Skills Development Scotland
❚ Sustainable Scotland

PERFORMANCES/
EVENTS:

❚ Catherine Wheel’s Pobby & Dingan
❚ Federation of Scottish Theatre’s 

Emporium 
❚ Glasgow Doors Open Day 2009
❚ Lung Ha’s Theatre Company: 

IL PANICO DI PANTALONE
❚ Lickety Spit: The Hare & Tortoise
❚ RSAMD: Shakespeare in the City 
❚ Traveling Light Theatre Company: 

How Cold My Toes

❚ We Dance Wee Groove
(Glasgow Culture & Sport)

❚ Scottish Arts Council’s ‘Wellbeing and 
the Arts: A Case for Arts & Health in 
Glasgow’

❚ Scottish Arts Council’s ‘Spaces In 
Between: Mental Health & Wellbeing 
Through The Arts’

❚ SYT Discotots
❚ Scottish Youth Theatre: Hamlet
❚ Scottish Youth Theatre: Hidden Treasures
❚ SYT Productions: Love But Her
❚ SYT Productions: Family Storytime
❚ SYT Productions: The Puddock & the 

Princess
❚ SYT Productions: The Ugly Duckling

“Our Company really enjoyed
performing at your venue… extremely
helpful & friendly & the Company was
made to feel very welcome.  So there
you go, big gold stars all round!
Please could you pass this on to the
relevant people.”
JO WOODCOCK: TRAVELLING LIGHT THEATRE 
COMPANY

“Young ‘concierge’ staff brilliant with
our child (who had Down’s Syndrome).
Extend big thank you to all of you –
for the friendliness and welcome.”
PARENT, ‘THE PUDDOCK & THE PRINCESS’  
GLASGOW

NEW LONG TERM
HIRES:
❚ Vanessa Smith Pilates
❚ Stone Opera 

“You really did make it so easy for us,
and your unremitting willingness and
cheerfulness was amazing!   A huge
thanks you for all your hard work and
please pass on our thanks to all of
your team who were absolutely
fantastic all day.  I really did appreciate
all the hard work and effort you put in
to making it a very successful event
and I hope we have the opportunity to
work together again in the future.”
KAREN PLAYFAIR:  FREELANCE EVENTS 
MANAGER FOR SCOTTISH ARTS COUNCIL
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COTS PROJECT
Working in association with Cutting
Edge Theatre, Scottish Youth Theatre is
continuing to develop this proposed
project.  The project has progressed in
2009/10, in that, funding has been
secured for a preliminary visit to Malawi.
This proposed visit in June 2020 will
confirm a programme of work for future

visits.  It will also pilot the workshop
techniques that are require for work of
this type.  Cutting Edge Theatre is
leading on this project.

MIDNITE YT
Scottish Youth Theatre continues its
close relationship with Midnite YT,
Perth, Western Australia.  In January ‘10,

INTERNATIONAL

alued partnerships are at the
core of Scottish Youth Theatre’s

annual programme of activities.
Between April ’09 and March ’10,

the youth theatre continued to
strengthen its partnerships with old
friends. The company also initiated and
responded to new contacts at a
Scottish level, a UK level and on an
international level. Scottish Youth
Theatre’s programme of activities would
not be as successful without the
partnerships formed with other arts
organisations and venues.  The company
wishes to thank all of the theatre
organisations, charities, local authorities,
government departments, youth groups
and schools who have collaborated on
the many projects, performances and
workshops delivered in 2009/10.

The company wishes to thank the
following:

The Scottish Arts Council for continuing
to support Scottish Youth Theatre as a
Foundation Organisation, at this time of
transition to Creative Scotland. The
company appreciates this recognition of

the youth theatre’s programme of
activities all across Scotland.

Scottish Youth Theatre is grateful for the
continued revenue support from
Glasgow City Council. The company is
an integral part of the cultural life of the
city.  Not only operating within the city
but also bringing thousands of children,
young people and their families to
Glasgow every year. The increased use
of the Old Sheriff Court as a venue for
conferences, meetings, rehearsals and
performances has greatly improved the
number of visitors the company brings to
the city.

Sir Tom and Lady Anne Farmer have
become great friends of the youth theatre.
Scottish Youth Theatre thanks them for
their continued support and for acting as
advocates for the company’s work.

Scottish Youth Theatre very much
appreciates the financial support it has
received from the following Trust Funds
and Foundations in 2009/10: The
Christina May Hendrie Trust, The
Gordon Fraser Charitable Trust, The

Labyrinth Charitable Trust; Individuals –
Bill Paterson.

Scottish Youth Theatre values its mutually
beneficial partnerships with: Festival City
Theatres Trust; HMT Aberdeen &
Aberdeen Performing Arts; GCC Culture,
Leisure & Sport Trust; NHS Health
Scotland; City Of Edinburgh Council;
Aberdeen City Council; Eden Court
Theatre; National Youth Choir of Scotland;
National Youth Orchestras of Scotland;
National Youth Pipe Band of Scotland; Y-
Dance; Promote-YT; RSAMD; Federation
of Scottish Theatre; National Theatre of
Scotland; Shakespeare In Schools
Festival; Midnite Youth Theatre, Perth,
Western Australia; Toronto Youth Theatre
and the many schools, youth groups and
local drama clubs who engage with the
company every year.

A special thanks is due to all of our staff,
Board members, patrons, partners,
participants and their families, and to all
who support the organisation through the
Yellow Brick Road scheme. Also to the
many friends of the company for your
enthusiasm and continued support.

V
PARTNERScollaboratorsfunders
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Mary McCluskey, Artistic Director and
Craig Steel, director/tutor spent several
sessions with the members of Midnite
YT setting up an exchange visit for later
in 2010.  Craig Steele will spend 6
months as an assistant director with
Midnite YT in Perth.  He will also act as a
teaching aide in the Drama Department
of Christchurch School in Perth.  
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s Scotland’s national theatre ‘for
& by’ young people, Scottish
Youth Theatre receives
patronage and support from
many of stars of stage and
screen.  Their support is

much appreciated.  The youth theatre’s
family of Patrons work steadfastly to
support and promote our work out in the
wider world.  They also participate in and
attend many of the company’s events
and press calls throughout the year.  

In 2009/10,  Blythe Duff kindly agreed
to speak, at the youth theatre’s MSP’s
Reception at the Scottish Parliament, of
her experiences as a participant, a Board
Member and a Patron.  Colin McCredie
continues to re-affirmed his confidence
in Scottish Youth Theatre by enrolling his
daughter, Maisie in weekly classes.
Thanks to Colin and Simone for their
vote of confidence.  Paul Riley has used
the building as a base to write his new
sitcom – watch this space for more news!

Scottish Youth Theatre greatly appreciates
the support it receives from its many
friends and Patrons.
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hroughout the year, Scottish
Youth Theatre’s Board, Core
Staff and Freelance Tutors
worked hard to strengthen the
youth theatre’s position as a
‘national’ performing arts

company and as an integral part of
Scotland’s cultural community.  Scottish
Youth Theatre achieves this by:  
❚ training future creative industries’ 

employees;
❚ creating audiences for the future;
❚ producing quality theatre performances;
❚ providing support to tutors, teachers 

and youth theatre leaders;
❚ continuing the development of a 

programme of work ‘for & by’ children 
and young people throughout Scotland 
and in the company’s home in 
Glasgow’s Merchant City;

❚ making connections with established 
partners, new partners and international 
contacts;

❚ helping participants, aged between 
3 years and 25 years, to find their voice 
through participation in theatre arts.

In the year 2009/10, Scottish Youth
Theatre the Board and Staff spent many
hours in meetings putting into practice a
new business strategy to help sustain the

youth theatre through the current economic
downturn.  Members of the Board give freely
of their time on a voluntary basis.  Scottish
Youth Theatre is appreciative of their due care
and attention.  Throughout the year Ruth
Weber has co-opted with existing board
members and will be welcomed as part of
the board in June 2010.  Special thanks are
due to the Chair and Vice-Chair, Bobby
Hain and Carole Mackie, who continue to
mentor senior staff through difficult times.

Staff, both Core and freelance continue to
help make Scottish Youth Theatre a
success through their commitment,
dedication and passion. The youth theatre is
grateful for their efforts, group and individual.
In 2009/10, the company said goodbye and
thank you to: Katrina Innes, Maureen
Ladyman, Kenny McGlashan, Kirsty
McGarrigle, Leanne Sommerville, Claire
Stewart, Colin Wilson and Laura Connarty-
Duncan.  Throughout the year, the youth
theatre welcomed new members of staff:
Emma Dunipace, Anthony O’Donnell and
Robbie Fraser.

Scottish Youth Theatre’s thanks its Associate
Artists for continuing to act as ambassadors
for and advisors to the company.  

Bobby Hain CHAIR

Carole Mackie VICE CHAIR

Anne-Marie Austin

Douglas Brown

Sarah Deas

Margaret Hearne

Hugh Hodgart

Ralph Leishman

Frank McAveety

Mary McCluskey

John Scott Moncrieff

Shahid Nazir

Peter Thierfeldt

Harry Warnock

Artistic Director (Chief Executive)
Mary McCluskey

Executive Director
Caroline Cosgrove

Associate Directors
Karen McGrady-Parker
Fraser MacLeod

General Manager
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However, Scottish Youth Theatre is
not just about producing media
stars and practitioners.  It has also
made contact with tens of thousands
of participants who have gone on to
become well rounded cultured
citizens of Scotland who work in all
types of vocations and professions.

Scottish Youth Theatre will continue
to grow and evolve to fit the needs
of the children and young people of
Scotland.  The youth theatre is
always looking for new ways of
improving our quality of delivery and
the diversity of the projects we have
on offer.  If you have any
suggestions for improvements,
projects or partnerships feel free to
contact me at the Old Sheriff Court.  

Mary McCluskey
Artistic Director (Chief Executive)
May 2010

009/10 has seen challenging
times for Scottish Youth
Theatre.  However, the
company is determined to
sustain itself throughout this
difficult period.  For over 33

years Scottish Youth Theatre has
been giving children and young
people in Scotland a wide variety of
opportunities to participate in high
quality theatre arts activities.  The
company is proud of the activities it
delivers all around Scotland all year
round serving not only young
participants but also their teachers,
leaders and tutors.  

Scottish Youth Theatre has trained
or employed many of Scotland’s
leading professionals in theatre, film,
television and radio professionals.

annualREPORT CONCLUSION

“I feel that skills week catered to and made
every age group feel comfortable.  I feel that
everyone took away positive things from the
week and developed or gained new skills.  They
(tutors) also made the week fun and shared with
us games and exercises that were useful and
can be used out-with Scottish Youth Theatre for
auditions and such.” 

LILY, 18, FALKIRK
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Mike Russell, Miniaster for Culture with SYT Productions participants and SYT Patron Blythe Duff

Tam O’shanter

Family Story TimeJunior course



Scottish Youth Theatre, The Old Sheriff Court,
105 Brunswick Street, Glasgow G1 1TF

TEL: 0141 552 3988 FAX: 0141 552 7615
EMAIL: info@scottishyouththeatre.org
WEBSITE: www.scottishyouththeatre.org

“Scottish Youth Theatre is a lovely environment
where young people of all ages are encouraged
to develop skills, work well with new people, be
pushed to realize their potential and build self-
confidence. It has certainly helped me with all
of these things and I am thankful for that.”
LILY, 18, FALKIRK
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